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Children’s Centres: briefing paper for Herts LMC May 2008
1. Purpose of this paper

By March 2010 there will be 82 children’s centres in Hertfordshire, many offering health services for families with children under 5. This paper is to give some information about children’s centres for LMC representatives, to help inform a discussion about how GPs could respond to this change in how services for children are being provided. Clearly there are threats to traditional general practice, in that many of the “bread and butter” services such as childhood immunisation, health promotion, ante natal and post natal care, and contraceptive services may increasingly be offered by health professionals based in children’s centres. However, there are also great opportunities for GPs to influence the commissioning and be involved in the providing of the services offered at the centres. Following discussion of this paper at the May LMC meeting, a fuller paper will be written and circulated to all GPs.

2. Background

Children’s centres are a Government initiative to provide better outcomes for children, families and local communities. The concept was introduced in 2002, building on the Sure Start initiative, and was taken forward through the 2003 green paper Every Child Matters  and enshrined in the Children’s Act 2004 and Childcare Act 2006. Section 4 of the Childcare Act 2006 places an obligation on local authorities and their NHS partners to work together to improve outcomes and reduce inequalities for the youngest children in their areas through the Government’s preferred model of children’s centres.

The first phase of the development of children’s centres began in 2004 in the most disadvantaged wards. We are now in the third phase (2008-2010) by the end of which there will be a children’s centre for every community in the country (3,500 centres nationally). 
A children’s centre serves a community with about 800 children under 5 years old. The centres are for families with children under 5, and provide a range of integrated services including parenting support, advice and information, early years education, links with job centres, and health services.
3. Hertfordshire
Hertfordshire will have 82 children’s centres by 2010. 50 are already up and running, and a further 32 will be developed over the next two years. A list of all current children’s centres is attached, and a map showing the locations of the remaining 32.
4. Services provided

Services provided vary depending on local need. In the most deprived areas the following must be provided:

· Early years provision 

· Childminders’ network

· Parenting education and family support services

· Education, training and employment services

· Health services 
· Access to wider services

In more advantaged areas local authorities have more flexibility about what services are provided, depending on local need. 
5. Implications for General Practice
The Department of Health paper Delivering health services through Sure Start Children’s Centres (June 2007) summarises the role of health services in commissioning and providing services through children’s centres. The paper repeatedly talks about the increasing move for health services to be provided from children’s centres rather than from GP practices. For example; 

“Increasingly we would expect to see the Child Health Promotion Programme, maternity, health visiting and other parenting support services delivered from children’s centres, especially in more deprived areas.”

“Children’s centres can also provide a focus for reconfiguration of services. Many PCTs are in the process of reorganising health visitor and midwifery services, to provide a clearer focus on the needs of vulnerable and socially excluded members of the community. With their emphasis on outreach to deprived members of the community, children’s centres can help ensure that valuable health staff and resources are diverted to where there is greatest need. This may also support greater efficiency in service delivery by providing services to a critical mass of families in one location. For example, instead of providing services from four GP surgeries it may be possible to provide services from one children’s centre.”

The paper also mentions the role of children’s centres in helping achieve health objectives, not just for children but for parents too, for example by improving access to contraceptive services and the provision of ante and postnatal services.

In terms of commissioning, the paper emphasises the need for practice based commissioners to be fully involved in the local authorities’ agenda for developing children’s centres. The vision for the future commissioning of children’s services is described as follows:

“Increasingly, we would hope to see the commissioning process for children’s centres managed by an inter-agency strategic body which includes senior representation from the local authority, PCT and other key partners. PCTs, practice based commissioners and health professionals will want to ensure that they are able to influence the commissioning process for children’s centres in their area.”

The Local Government Association was heard to tell local authority delegates at a meeting recently that PCTs have the power to remove health visitor and school nursing budgets from PBC groups, and this has happened in some areas with the support of the Department of Health. The one PCT representative at the meeting asked about this and was told that it is not about performance but about taking forward the children’s agenda.
 
6. References and further information

www.hertschildrenscentres.org.uk  – information about Children’s Centres in Hertfordshire

www.surestart.gov.uk – Sure Start website which includes information on Children’s Centres

www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_076333 - link to the document Delivering health services through Sure Start Children’s Centres

Rachel Lea
LMC/PCT Liaison Manager (Herts)
May 2008

Current Children’s Centres (April 2008)

	E&N HERTS

	District 
	Town 
	Name of centre 
	Lead Agency  

	Broxbourne 
	Broxbourne 
	High Trees Children's Centre 
	Herts Regional College 

	Broxbourne 
	Cheshunt
	Longfield Children's Centre
	Flamstead End Primary

	Broxbourne 
	Cheshunt 
	Arlesdene Nursery and Children's Centre
	Arlesdene Nursery School 

	Broxbourne 
	Hoddesdon  
	Three Parks Children's Centre 
	Little Angels Nurseries Ltd 

	Broxbourne
	Waltham Cross
	Greenfield Children’s Centre
	Greenfield Nursery School

	East Herts 
	Bishops Stortford 
	Windhill Children's Centre 
	Windhill Primary School 

	East Herts 
	Hertford 
	Hertford Selections CC 
	The Sele School 

	East Herts 
	Ware 
	Ash Valley Children's Centre 
	Little Angels Nurseries Ltd 

	East Herts 
	Watton at Stone 
	Beane Valley Children's Centre 
	Watton at Stone Primary 

	North Herts
	Hitchin
	Oughton Children’s Centre
	Oughton Primary and Nursery School

	North Herts 
	Hitchin  
	York Road Children's Centre 
	York Road Nursery School 

	North Herts 
	Letchworth 
	Lime Tree Children's Centre 
	Pre-school Learning Alliance 

	North Herts 
	Letchworth 
	Chestnut Tree Children's Centre 
	Pre School Learning Alliance

	North Herts 
	Letchworth
	Icknield Children's Centre 
	Icknield Infant School 

	Stevenage
	Stevenage
	Bedwell Children’s Centre
	Stevenage Borough Council

	Stevenage 
	Stevenage 
	Bridge Road Children's Centre 
	Woolenwick Infants School 

	Stevenage 
	Stevenage 
	Broadwater Children's Centre 
	Shepalbury Meadow Fed 

	Stevenage 
	Stevenage 
	St Nicholas and Martins Wood 
	Stevenage Borough Council 

	Stevenage 
	Stevenage 
	Chells and Manor Children's Centre 
	Stevenage Borough Council 

	Stevenage 
	Stevenage 
	Shephall Children's Centre 
	Stevenage Borough Council 

	Welwyn/Hatfield 
	Hatfield
	Birchwood Children’s Centre
	

	Welwyn/Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	De Havilland Children's Centre 
	De Havilland Primary 

	Welwyn/Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Howe Dell Children's Centre 
	Howe Dell Primary 

	Welwyn/Hatfield 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Creswick Children's Centre 
	Creswick Primary 

	Welwyn/Hatfield 
	Welwyn Garden city
	Oak Tree Children's Centre 
	Ludwick Nursery School

	Welwyn/Hatfield 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Applecroft Children's Centre 
	Applecroft School

	WEST HERTS

	District 
	Town 
	Name of centre 
	Lead Agency  

	Dacorum 
	Hemel Hempstead 
	Heath Lane Children's Centre
	Heath Lane Nursery School 

	Dacorum 
	Hemel Hempstead 
	WorldShapers Children's Centre 
	WorldShapers  

	Dacorum 
	Hemel Hempstead
	Windmill Children's Centre
	Broadfield Junior School 

	Dacorum 
	Hemel Hempstead 
	Galley Hill Children's Centre 
	Martindale Primary 

	Dacorum  
	Hemel Hempstead 
	Green Lane Children's Centre 
	Leverstock Green C of E 

	Dacorum 
	Kings Langley 
	Three Villages Children's Centre 
	Pre-school Learning Alliance

	Hertsmere 
	Borehamwood 
	Borehamwood and Elstree (The BECC)
	Hertsmere Leisure Ltd

	Hertsmere 
	Potters Bar 
	Potters Bar 1 Children's Centre (PB1) 
	Hertsmere Leisure Ltd 

	St Albans
	St Albans
	St Albans Children’s Centre
	West Herts PCT

	St Albans 
	Harpenden 
	Harpenden Children's Centre
	Batford Nursery School 

	St Albans 
	London Colney 
	London Colney Children's Centre 
	London Colney Nursery Sch 

	St Albans 
	Redbourn 
	Redbourn & villages Children's Centre 
	Redbourn Infant School 

	St Albans 
	St Albans
	Sopwell and Verulam Children's Centre 
	Watling View School 

	St Albans 
	St Albans 
	The Alban Way Children's Centre 
	Fleetville Infant School

	St Albans 
	Wheathampstead
	Lamer Fields Children's Centre 
	Beech Hyde Primary 

	Three Rivers 
	Rickmansworth 
	Rickmansworth Children's Centre 
	Shepherd Primary 

	Three Rivers 
	South Oxhey 
	South Oxhey Children's Centre 
	Oxhey Wood Primary School 

	Watford
	Watford
	Westfield Children’s Centre
	Westfield Community Technology College

	Watford 
	Watford 
	Beechfield Children's Centre 
	Watford and District YMCA 

	Watford 
	Watford 
	Leavesden Children's Centre 
	Leavesden Green JMI School 

	Watford 
	Watford
	Sunshine Children's Centre 
	Oxhey Early Years 

	Watford 
	Watford 
	Littlebury Children's Centre 
	Watford YMCA 

	Watford 
	Watford 
	Berrygrove Children's Centre 
	Berrygrove Primary School 
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� Department of Health Delivering health services through Sure Start Children’s Centres June 2007 page 9


� Department of Health Delivering health services through Sure Start Children’s Centres June 2007 page 17 (my emphasis)
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� Mentioned in Hertfordshire PCTs’ Brief for PBC groups on children and maternity services and followed up by personal communication





